
End private 
ownership of 
primates in Indiana

Phoenix, a tufted capuchin, enjoys life at Black Beauty Ranch after being rescued from the pet trade. Christi Gilbreth/Humane World for Animals

Formerly called the Humane
Society of the United States and
Humane Society International

Primates kept as pets threaten public safety, cost law 
enforcement resources, and suffer in private homes. Indiana 
can address public safety and animal welfare concerns by 
prohibit ing private ownership of primates in the state.

Prot ect  public safet y

Primates are inherently wild and unpredictable, and even the 
smallest monkey species are incredibly strong and can 
seriously injure people with their teeth or nails. Primates kept 
as pets routinely escape and endanger public safety, 
including in Indiana, and law enforcement and other state 
agencies expend resources in response. Indiana has 
experienced multiple dangerous incidents involving pet 
primates.

In 2026, a pet primate died in a house fire in Knox. In 2024, a 
pet macaque attacked and scratched a 3-year-old inside a 
store in Bedford and in southern Indiana, a pet spider 
monkey escaped from a campground and law enforcement 
responded to assist with the rescue.

In 2009, a 10-month-old girl was attacked by a pet Java 
macaque while visit ing a relative's home in LaPorte. The 
attack occurred when the girl was held too close to the cage. 
The monkey grabbed the hood of the infant 's coat, as well as 
her hair, causing the baby's head to strike the metal cage 
repeatedly. The baby sustained a ?rope burn? to her neck that 
was caused by the drawstring on her coat and had red marks 
on the back of her head as a result of her head hitt ing the 
cage.

In other cases, children and adults were bitten or otherwise 
attacked by pet primates in homes or public sett ings. 

Nonhuman primates are extremely intelligent, with complex 
social, physical, and psychological needs that are nearly 
impossible for private individuals to meet. Primates? active, 
social, and dynamic animals? frequently live miserable, 
caged, and isolated lives in private hands. They are denied 
mental stimulation, sufficient exercise, proper diets, and the 
ability to express even the most basic natural behaviors, and 
when they escape or attack, law enforcement officers or 
victims are often left with no choice but to kill them to protect 
themselves and the public. To facilitate the pet trade, infant 
monkeys are typically pulled from their mothers shortly after 
birth? a cruel and unhealthy practice that can lead to lifelong 
physical and psychological problems, increased aggression 
and even death. 

Unlike licensed facilit ies, which are subject to the 
requirements of the federal Animal Welfare Act, private 
owners are unregulated and uninspected, allowing untold 
numbers of primates to suffer in substandard condit ions. Due 
to the lack of regulation, it is currently unknown how many 
primates are kept as pets.

Prot ect  anim al welfare

370+ dangerous incidents
Since 1990, over 370 dangerous incidents involving 

pet primates have occurred in the United States 

result ing in injuries to 186 adults and 88 children 

and the deaths of more than 40 primates.

Incidents involved escaped primates running loose in  
neighborhoods and inside businesses, and some of these 
attacks left victims needing hospital care. In one incident, a 
pet macaque?s owner shot and killed the animal due to the 
State Department of Health?s requirement that the animal be 
euthanized to be tested for rabies and Herpes-B virus after 
attacking and bit ing a 16-year-old boy.

Whether escaped or contained, primates kept as pets pose an 
unacceptable risk to public safety.
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